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The Relocation
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Why relocating an existing house is
better than buying or building new
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Relocating a house versus pre-existing
or building new

uying a house iz one of the most significant Investrrents you will ever make, so
it ©5 crucial that you go Into the market armed with as much krowledge as
possible,

Unfortunately, with housing in short supply and house prices scaring, buying a

pre-exsting house sitting on a block of land often means having to compromise
on design. space, locality or price. The last thing you want is to end up with & house that doesn't suit
your needs, knee-deep in debr and living in an area you dor't care for. And with a huge mortgage.

It's not ruch better if you're building & new house either In fact rising costs and material
shortages means it s trickier to build 8 house today than 1T was Just a few years ago. According 1o
the Master Builders Association of Victoria, Australia is experlencing its most severe shortage of
building materials in over four decades.

Additionally, costs rose by at least 208 during the financial year of 2021-2022, and they are
expectad to increase even furthes cwer the nest few years. With short supplies and high costs,
buslding rew can mean lengthy delays and budget blow-outs. Just last week, | met a couple whao
rold e their volurne bullder had increased their buidding contract by $50,000, and they only signed
thelr cantract s months age!

But what if you could spend your hard-earned dollars on a house that meets vour needs, suits
your lifestyle, comes in under budget and helps reduce the carbon foctpeint of the housing Industry

as well?

It Is possible, and achieving this s not as difficult as you think. The answer les in relocating an
existing house to the lecation of vour choice.

Before you go putting that option in the too-hard basket, read on, vou'll be pleasantly surprised
to Find mow favourably relocation of a trad tional house compares to other howse buving or Building
Cptans
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What is a traditional relocatable home?

In the context thel we will be using the term, & relosatable horme is an existing house that has been built using traditional
corstruction methods and can be purchased and moved 1o arather loeatien.

Thraughout this eBook, we will 2lso use the term pre-existing homes. This refiers 1o existing Romes that are attached to the land they
5t on wihere the purehase price includes the house end the land. In ether wereds, many of the houses you see advertised for sale on
popular real estate websites and in newspapers,

Why do People Relocate Houses?

Thara are lots of reasons why people relocated a house, Let’s take a leok at a faw of these,

Mg“ RELATIVE COST OF HEWRECTCLER HOMED

Eim od rmrap wd § Jahe b
Buying a relecatable howse can be ene of the mest e e e
ineupersive ways to oet the house of your dreams; they sell for a
fraction of the cost of a pre-existing house or a new build. You
almost abvays get morg house for your menay than you would
if you were purchasing a homae off-the-plan from a commarcial
builder or buying a pre-existing housa,
s
If yous start with the right heme and relocation company, you
can save in the vicinity of 30-40% compared to a new house
Rk Peaiub il

build. That is tans if not hurdreds of thousands of dollars in your frw—
pocket without compromising on |ocation, space, design or orled
auality.

B i Hisiiee inathe Madastidain

| knaw of couples who erd up with a house with several hundred thousand dallars of equity, | also know of ane couple who made a
cool half a million dollars from just ona house refocation projact! I you are asking yourself right now whather that's really true, | can
assure you it is, bacawse | have done i,

In fact, relecating a hause can be so cost-effective, it s possible to own your homa outright at the end of your project. This has been
tha reality for many house relocators | have come across.

Since the pandemic, numercus homeowrers have sold their inrer-city homes ard purchased a much cheaper rural block, erabling
tham to buy their relocatable home autright, The result is they have little to ne mortgage and have embraced a guister way of life 1o
anjoy ratirement, raise a famity or just enjoy the simple things in 1ifa,

Budget: buying off-the-plan versus relocating

Construction costs in Australia are skyrocketing faster than inflation, and this trend shows ro signs of slowing down anytirme socn.
According 1o the QF 2022 Cordell Construction Cost Index (CCCI by Corelogic, national residential construction costs expenenced a
sigmificant surge, marking the Righest annual growth rate, excluding the period affected by the GST Introductson.
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Charter Keck Cramer, an ingdependent properly advisory 1
service, provides the following data showing the increase in
cosld Lo build & house in Australia over Lhe last 12 months [2022).

Wictoria - up by 13%
NSW - up by 11%
Queensland - up by 127% '
South Australia - up by 10.5%

Western Australia - up by 102858 (2] &5, 104 1A, 164] i 3

& Capyright ioum Reccation Wasnipiacs

Decreased produstivity and supply chain disruption stemming from Covid-19 leckdowns, have caused major delays resulting in
soarning prices. On top of that, rains and fleoding throughout Australia have added more delays, pushing prices up even further, Recent
media have estimated the cost of timber, reinforced steel and plastic piping have all risen between 20% and 40% over the last couple of
yoars

Unavailability of matarials is likely to further increase costs over tha next couple of years. spurred on in part by fluctualing, unstakle
axchange rates and global events such as the Ukraine-Russia conflict

According to HiA, labour shortages are alse having a negative effect on the building industry with the shortage of skilled traces
bring the *rumber ane constraint en Australian builders” and causing a 10.4% increase in hiring costs over 2022,

Additionally, HiA states that higher home loan interest rates are “compoeunding the adverse impact of thae rising cost of matarials,
lanour and land as well as the increased costs of compliance with the building code” Taking all of thase factors inte account, you're

really jurmnping inta a bit of & battombess marey pit if you decide to build right now,

But, in real terms, b much can you expect 1o pay ba buikd 3 house today? That depends an sevaral different varables

- Size and type of house: Obvicusly, the blgger the house, the
higher the cost. Frice will alse differ depending on what i1 is
constructad from and how many levels it s

- Slope of the land: & steeply sloped site can require extensive
and costly emcavation work, as well a5 addivonal structural
support and retaining walls to ensure stability and prevent

erosion. The slope of the land can also affect the design of
the house and the placemert of windows, doors, and
autdoor living spaces. Additionally, the slope can impact the
dralnage of water, which is an impertant consideration for
preventing  water damage ard maintaining a stable

- Locatiom: Prices differ between states, citles, and towns.
Location of @ construction site can impact the avallabiling of
resources, as well as the ease and time it takes to transport
those resources to the site,

- Fixtures and fittings: Everything from the type of kitchen foundatien.

bench tops you choose to the style and numbaer of light
fittings and tapware can increase the price.

As a rough guide, materials yolcally account for 40-45% of the total bulld cost Labour costs make up around anotner 35-40% and
the bullder's profit margin makes up the remaining 15-20%. On top of that, there are other expenses such as taxes, fees, insurance, and
overheads.

Based on actual figures used Dy bullders, BMT Quantity Sureevors latest report (3rd quarter, 2022) shows the average cost to bulld &
house ranges from $1.300 per squane metre to over S3500 per square metra,

Cormpare that to the cost of relocating & house, and relocation wins hands down every time,

Capyight © bouss Ralocation Maket placs 2010 - 2025 Al Righs Qe &
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A an exarmple. if you have an existing block of lard and you are laaking at builging a rmodest three-bedroam, two-bathreem horme
for arcund $400,000, compare that to the cost of houses on House Relocation Marketplace. You'll Tind marny options lor buying an
equivalent of larges house al a fraction of the price.

But it s not just the cost of building the house thal ywou have o corgider either. Others hidden cofls also corme inla play when you
Build rew. Building cormparies are very careful 1o el vou what they include in the grice while neglecting to say what they do noet
include, It can be & Bt of a trap il you are nol an experenced buyer.

While trings like internal painting. tiles, carpets, and other fidunes and Tittings may be in their standard inclusions, they commenly
exclude things like driveways, feneing, landseaping, and tur laying. These are all thirgs you must sert out alter the house i cormpleted.

Marths of corstruction Take & toll on the land surrounding the house. The constant moverment of heavy machinery can cormpact and
churn up the soil, leaving a barren lendscape Tree of vegetation and difficult to cultivete. Il you de nat want @ trek through mud, girt
ard dust 10 get o your Tront doar, you'll need to lay same turf guickly. Whether you DY or ermploy sorreone (o de it, it is an sdded
expense ard sdded hasgle

In contrast, the tirme it takes 1o reassemble & relocatable houze on a block of land iz substentially shorter, As & resull, heavy
rachinery spends very [itte tme on your land, resulting in Tar less eormpaction or disturbed soil. |t iz guick, simple and much kinder 1o
the land, saving you tirme, effort and money,

Budget - buying pre-existing versus relocating

when you buy @ pre-existing houss, you pay for the house itself and tha land it sits on, Howsver, when you buy a block of land and
then purchase a relecatable home to goe on i, onee all costs are considerad, you end up paying far less for a preperty of comparakle
quality, size and desigr

when comparing the price of a pre-existing home to a relocstable home, you must compare apples to apples, 50 o speak, This
mieans considering factors such as fioor space, layout, and design, For exampls, it is not a valid comparison to compare the cost of a
smiall, budaet-friendly pre-existing home for sale in the suburbs to the cost of a stunning relocatable Quesnslander aor Fedaration hame
complete with spacious bedrooms, bay windows, and high caeilings. The differencaes in size, style, and lecation make the comparison
irrelavant If you are comparing like for ke, a relocatable Rome will always be far cheaper than a pre-existing homa,

House Relocation stretches your budget further

By relocating a house onto an existing block of land, you can stage your home ownership journey rather than cutlaying a lot of
mioney at once.

By sourcing a fully or partially renovated nome, Iving in it for a pericd of time and then renovating it when circumstances are right,
¥OU Can stagger your cutlay o suit your budget,

You might consider converting rooms inte Iving spaces, adding extra levels, or putting in 2@ pool and building an exernal
entertainmment area. The possiblites are as endless as your imagination.

Capyight © bouss Ralocation Maket placs 2010 - 2025 Al Righs Qe &
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Location, location, location

It is ore of the biggest catcheries in the real estate industry, So you've probably fieard the term before. [T means you can have the
wWarst house on Lhe best streel and make more morey than having the best house en the wargl strest,

Bul why choose betwaen the besl location and the besl house? When you buy a relocatable hormee, yioa car R The Desl house on
the best sireat.

Whether you ane yearning Tor a sea change or a tree change or have stumbled upor the pesfeet suburban or rare inrer-city block of
land, the freedem 1o choose your dream location and yeur dream house is & huge ircentive to buy & relocatable home.

Relocating an existing house 1 your block of land is a chesp and guick way 1o get a heme, Rather than building & ‘MeMarsion' in an
area you're mob that keen on or cormprormising arnd building an off-the-plan shoe bow you ean have a gorgecus home with loeds af
spaoe, perod leatures, and renovated kitchers and bathreoms for a fraction of the cost of buying eff-plan or pre-existing.

Time - buying off-the-plan versus relocatable

wWhether you purchase a house and land package or buy the land and then source your own builder, the time frame for building a
house can blow out to a ridiculous amount of time Onece you sign on the dotted line and pay & deposit, youre at the mercy of the
builder's schedule and with constrection demard cutpacing the availability of labour and materials, it locks like you're in for a bumpy
rida if you chonse to build new,

The pandemic had a hugs impact on the new-build timeline, With factories kalting production and global, national ard local
shipping issues, building schedules necessarily had to be increased, Even though production has largely returned to normal, the post-
pandemic surgs in demand for new builds means builders are still playing catch-up ard coping with labour and materials shartages

Additionally, because some builders were locked intn fixed-price contracts, the post-pandemic surge in costs virtually crippled them,
At the tire of writing this, at least 17 construction companies had gone under Australia-wide, adding maore pressurae 1o an industry
alrpady struggling o cops with the demand for new builds, In today’s market, bailders are inundated with work, and you're just one

mone persan in & long guews,

According to most building companies, the pre-construction phase can take 4-5 months, There are soil tests to do, engineers'
reports, submissions o council, materials Lo be oroered, earthwarks to be doene, and underground electrical and plumbing
infrastructure to be irstalled, &nd this is all before they've laid the slab|

Once construction starts it can be hindered by weather delays, compliance with council regulations, imsues with the supply of
building materials, and waiting far tradespeaple 1o became available.

The construction phase ranges fram 618 months, With pre-corstruction, that's between 10 and 23 months waiting for your house 1o
be built, That's a long time for you to be stuck paying remt or living with relatives,

Even whan the bones of the housae are in place, you still have 1o wait for the roaf, windows, floaring, painting and lockable doors or
sereans b be pal in before you can aven think about maving in

In comparisen, %% of these issues are already sorted winen you melecate a home, Although vou will still need to install essential
underground electrizal and plumbing infrastructure, once that's done, the process is relatively straightforeard. Once the house &5 in
place on your land, connecting to electricity ard plumbing is quick and easy because the house wiring ard plumbing are already in
place. You can mave inwithin a short time frame and, if reeded, repairt or redecorate at your leisure,

Capyight © bouss Ralocation Maket placs 2010 - 2025 Al Righs Qe *
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Time - relocating versus buying a pre-existing house

In today's marker, there (s such o shortage of available properties that these that are svailable are snapped up very guickly. 1T can be
tifre-consurming and frustreting Lo attend multiple coen houses, lind a place veu like, and make an offer, enly o discover ancther party
Fies putibid you and you've missed out again.

In this marker, Tinding ary house, let alone the house of your dreams, becomes exceedingly difficult, making buying a relocatable
harne & very sttractive idea,

Relocating is recycling at its finest

Construction generates a ton of waste, causing a significant negative impact on the envirenment, In fact, betwaean 30 and 50% of
landfill waste comes from construction and demalition, Extraction of the raw resources needed for building ard fitting out bames also
cantributes 1o the amyronmental impact of the construction and housing industry

what we love the most about the House Relocation Marketplace is that it is helping meore people do more with what is readily
available. It provides a platform for recycling and upoyeling houses ratber than building new, demalishing pre-loved and contributing 1o
waste When you realise the quality of the rescurces used in relocatable houses, you'll understand wihat a big deal this is,

Bones can be better than plans or designs

50 mary relocatable nowses have great ‘bones’, flexible floorplans and loads of space. For example, | recently helped a couple relocate
a renovated four-pedroom Califernian pungalow. As t was just the two of them living in the new home, they decided o transform two
large front bedrooms into a formal lounge room and a formal dining room. As their needs change, they plan 1o modify these spaces into
a home office and a baby's nursery.

Ancther couple | assisted several years ago modifled one of the large bedrooms of the Ecwardian home they had relocated by
buslding an ensuite. They alsc converted an inbuilt fireplace in anocther bedroom into a large wardrobeStorage space.

Many relocatable homes have been partially or extensively renovated, se muech of the hard work has been done for you. Someone
elze has spent ther hard-earned money renovating the home, saving you the expense! In addivon, many of these houses feature
spectacular period detailing and craftsmanship, something that |s very expensive o replicate and cifficult and costly to re-create
today.

Size does matter

Leck of availzble housing and rigsing price 1ags has meant that many Australizng are being forced to downsize of opt Tor smaller
houses than they would like, Canversaly, the eost of housing and lack of available rentals are lorcing mere adult children to remain lving
with thiir parents lor kanger, resulting ir less space and more cramped conditiens.

As Frentioned sarlien, wilh relocatable homes, you can typically get a larger houge Tor your money compared Lo purchasing a pre-
eisting Rome of buying off the plan. Many of these houses have larger living arees and bedrearms than more maodern houses, and
riany have such greal ‘bones’ [hal different Spaces can easily De repurposed [o Suil changing needs You'll be downsizing your
rmiorigage while upsizing your space - you can't beat that!

Capyight © bouss Ralocation Maket placs 2010 - 2025 Al Righs Qe a
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Flat pack and modular homes versus traditional
relocatable homes

A flat pack homme is prefabricated In sections off-site in a factory and then transported 1o the final destination in flat packed sections
or modules, These modules are then assembled or-sive to create the finished home A modular home 5 builc using & similar
corstruction process, but the cost of a modular home includes assembly, painting, plumbing, ard fittings. A flat pack Fome does not
include these services.

Flat pack and medular hormes are cheaper than buying @ pre-existing horre or bullding a new one, and if price was the only
consideration, they might be & valid option, However, they do come with few disadvantages that need to be taken into account.

Design changes

Because flat packs and modular homes come in pre-desigred modules, cnoe construction s completed, it can be challenging 1o
rmiake significant changes to the layout or design of the home.

Quality, Finance and Resale

Because prefabricated homes are built in a factory from mess-produced materials, the quality control of the materials may rot be as
robust of figorous 28 it could be Mass production involves the large-scale manufacture of slandardised products. [ndudtrialisation,
availability of cheaper resources and increased global trade have belped spur mass production. in many cases, modern prefabricated
harmes (just like modern appliances and furnishings) are preduced as quickly and cheaply 85 the menulecTurer can mManage.

Unfartunately, this approach carries a high epvironmental cost and ey resull in the use of sub-standard rmaterials 28 manufacturers
trade quality for guantity, leading to higher expenses aver tme. OF course, this is rol abways the sase, but it is samething 1o consider.

I the quality of & Mat pack or modular horme (8 in question, it can lead o difficulties in abtaining finence. Flat pack and modular
harnes alse terd ta heve a kaer resile value then taditienal homes because buyers often view them a8 lower guality and less desicaie.

In contrast, the houses available for relocation must be solidly and sturdily Built, or they can't be relocated. While flat pack, modular

ard traditional relocatable hemes are all less expensive calions than & new build or purchase of & pre-existing house. relocatable
hotses corre out aheed on quality, durability and resale value.

Corprtag e B b Fialetation Markst placs 2010 - 2025 Al Righs Qi a
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Shipping container homes versus relocatable homes

Shipping cortainer hemes are homes buill yging repurposed shipping containess. While they've becerme relatively populer in recent
years, they have some distinet disacdvantages.

Space and design

Beesuse shipping containers are Tairly small and marrew, their biggest dissdvantage is the lack of space, with most containers
rreasu g between 10415 feat wide. Once furnilure goes in, that doesn't give you much room 1o rove,

Quality, costs, and comfort

Bacause one shinping container is rarely big enough to become a decent size house, multiple contairers reed to be combined 1o
craate larger spaces. Combining several contairers to make a larger structure means cpenings must be cut intoe the steal walls. This can
waaker the structurs, requiring additional reinforcemeant to ensure the home & structurally sound, all of which adds to the firal cost

Insulation is also an issue, Because the walls and roof are made from steel, they can ke difficult to heat or cool without spending a

fair ameunt en insulatian

Safety

Shipping containers may have been treated with toxic chemicals such as pesticides, fungicides, and neavy metals to protect them
from salbwater or cther environmental factors during transportation. These chemicals can be harmful if ingested, inhaled or absorbed
through the skin, If they have not been thorowghly cleaned, there may st be remnants of hazardoews materials, making them unsafe for
Iiwinig Im.

Building codes

Buildirg eodes ard permits can vary Trorm state to state and city to eity, and it ean be ehallenging 1o ablzin the necessary aporovals
for a shippirg contairer home in Some areas. Because shipping conlainers are a relatively rew Tioe of home construction, there anent
always clear guidelines on how Do use thern o construct a home. This can lead to brepebes of locel building codes and delays in getting
approval,

Resale value

Shipping containar homes may not b considered aesthatically pleasing by some peogple, 5o they often don't appreciate in value as
rmuch as a tradilicnal homa would

Crwiarall, while shipping container homes offer an alternative approach to traditional home construction, they coma with their own
unique set of challenaes and don't really Rold up all that well when compared to relocatable hbomes. Althouakb beth are cheaper than
buying pre-existing or building off-plan, relecatable homes hald their value far better, don't come with a toxic load, affer better
insulation properties, and are usually far mare spaciows than a shipping container home,

Corprtag e B b Fialetation Markst placs 2010 - 2025 Al Righs Qi 1a
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Ready to buy a relocatable house?

Al poutvie ot Lo do S Lake a look at the price comparsan chart for relocatable houwses and the anawer bas Lo be a resounding "Yes!™

FELEATEE COST.OF M RECTEAND HA R, But aside fram the cost factar, you won't find the stunning
Com ol g v § bl -
PO B S T Rl AL LR T pericd detailing and craftsmanship of an older traditional

house in the houses being produced todsy; Its far too difficult
and expensive 0o re-creane.

Imagire the cost of constructing grand entranceways and
wrap-around bullrose verandas with intricate iron fretwork
cetailing, or including ornate fireplaces, salid timber doors, bay

Aim windows, leadlight windows, ceiling roses, decorative cornices
Fadcarna Prafub

ard architraves, all topped by cailings soaring to 36 metres. The
costs would be astronomical.
Enaraghons Ealdeea
et
And yet, all of this is available in many tradivonal relocatable
 CopyThiin Ho Dt M ples hames.
Instead of lving in & shoebox, you could be saving money, reducing your carbon footprint ard living your best life in a stylish and
spacious relocatable home. Now, what's not to like about that?

Of course, you will 3hways Come 3oross NEysayers who are not one hundred per cent supportive of your dream to ouy a teautiful
relocatable home. Theyll shake thelr heads and try to tell you that its easler to buy a pre-existing korme in suburbia or to bulld a new
house. They are usually speaking from a place of fearing the unknown and unfamiliar. That's human nature. Relocating an existing
horse only sounds scary wihen you dom't know what's involved or what the advantages are.

Don't et it worry you. Instead, ket the financial benef it and guality of your purchase do the talking.

If wou want to find out mose, contact us to find out how you can get cur handy howse relocation guide.
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